What Is Cascadia? 
A Cascadia of Days Past 


The dream for a free Cascadia in its inception as the “Empire of Astoria” during the 1800s was a 
visionary ideal which aimed to establish an economically productive, self-reliant and abundant 
community across the Pacific coast of America, starting in what would soon become known as 
Oregon Country. Astoria, before being quickly stripped of its independence by the British 
Empire, was intended to be a center for fur trade, rivaling British imperial competitors and 
creating voluntary trade with the native tribes. 


Astoria received support and protection from the U.S. government in opposition to the interests 
of the British Empire, which was at the time a necessity to ensure its strong position as a 
developing endeavor. American officials such as Adams & Jefferson saw in Astoria the 
beginning of a new society, politically distinct, but united by shared Western values, which could 
be a great ally to the American people. Even Washington Irving, an American diplomat, believed 
that Astoria would be the “watchword in a contest for dominion on the shores of the Pacific.” 


Astor strategically planned a series of settlements centered around the Columbia River to 
secure an ideal geographical position for trade. Unlike Lewis & Clark Fort Clatsop, Astoria 
desired a peaceful and mutually beneficial relationship with Native American tribes, recognizing 
them as friendly, and permitting the establishment of indigenous trading houses & posts within 
Astoria as well. 


After the fall of Fort Astoria, life in the region continued on. Cascadia was a diverse population 
from its youth, with British, French-Canadian, American, and indigenous peoples who had lived 
in the region for thousands of years. Oregon’s provisional government during the 1840s 
established an executive tripartite committee, compulsory militia, strict land laws, a judiciary, 
jury, due process and protection against cruel and unusual punishment, all of which were 
shaped by the values of American republicanism & the pragmatism necessitated by the new 
frontier. Unfortunately, the provisional government was unable to maintain a strong defense 
force, leading to disaster during the Cayuse War, resulting in an appeal to US support. 


On August 14, 1848, the USA designated the land of Washington, Oregon, Idaho and part of 
Montana & Wyoming as “the Oregon Territory.” Later, most of the northern half of the Oregon 
Territory would be split off into the Washington Territory. The US expansion into the Oregon 
territory led to the end of the Provisional government, met with harsh resistance from many 
leaders of the government, including a faction led by Osborne Russell, the 2nd Supreme Judge 
of the government. 


Russell and his followers led a pro-independence faction which hoped to see a Republic of the 
Pacific emerge, rather than the incorporation of the Oregon country into the USA. George 
Abernethy, the governor of the provisional government, however, was led through cowardice 
into supporting the expansion of the United States into our region. 


During the 1860s and 1940s, the drive for an independent Cascadia re-emerged under various 
names. During the 1860s, it was still very much known as the “Pacific Republic” which 
independence activists hoped to achieve, however, during the 1940s, the mayor of Port Orford, 
Gilbert Gable, led a brief independence movement between California and Oregon which would 
later become known as the attempt to create an independent State of Jefferson. This attempt 
failed after Gilbert Gable passed away and the bombing of Pearl Harbor distracted from the 
independence movement, causing it to lose traction. In 1972, the term “Cascadia” was coined 
by Bates McKee, describing the region using its own unique name which referred to its beautiful 
landscape. 


The Cascadia of Today 


The Cascadia of today is multifaceted, but most commonly (and indeed unfortunately) 
associated with the bioregionalist movement. David McCloskey, who adopted the term 
“Cascadia” to give definition to our unique cultural spirit, popularized bioregionalism within 
Cascadia, and made the Cascadian movement for independence popularly known as a 
bioregionalist movement, however he also recognized the unique cultural experience of what it 
meant to be “Cascadian” which the bioregionalists of today have completely neglected. 


McCloskey pointed out the unique values we hold, the solidarity which Cascadians share with 
each other across state boundaries, while personally adhering to bioregionalism. But is the 
Cascadian independence movement a bioregionalist one? No. The Cascadian independence 
movement is a cultural movement for the recognition of the unique position of Cascadia. The 
dominance of Cascadian bioregionalism within the Cascadian independence movement has 
been a phenomenon of the last few decades, has resulted in nothing, and is founded on 
misapprehensions regarding the development of Cascadian society. 


Our dedication to environmentalism & solidarity with our fellow man, our rejection of prejudice 
and our staunch opposition to neoliberalism characterize the cultural spirit of the Cascadia of 
today. Cascadia most certainly is not a bioregionalist movement, even though bioregionalist 
movement is indeed active within Cascadia. Cascadia is rightfully its own nation, with its own 
unique history, territory, culture, and self-identity. 


The Cascadia of Tomorrow 


The Cascadia of tomorrow will be a free state, with a free people. There will be no more 
preferential treatment of citizens on the basis of race or ethnicity, as has been the case within 
the United States. We will reach carbon neutrality and surpass that bar in a new, green 
economy of the future. The producers of Cascadia will become the ultimate decision-makers in 
our democracy rather than a select few oligarchs & members of the upper classes. The voices 
of our rural countryside will no longer be neglected, as our farmers will not be suffocated by 
strangulating restrictions. 


Our local industry will be revitalized, high taxation will no longer burden our middle classes, a 
new education plan will be implemented for our youth, new houses will begin construction 
(thereby establishing new jobs), criminals will be justly punished & rehabilitated, and our 
homeless will be given full and adequate aid. However, not all of our problems can or will be 
solved through governmental & private initiatives. 


The people of Cascadia need to be active and resilient, able to work at the ground level through 
voluntary associations to commit to community service & disaster relief when needed. Only 
through the coordination of all Cascadian interests, will we be able to come together as one 
people. 


